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SUB J : TARAKI INTERVIEW WITH IRANIAN REPORTED 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . WHAT WAS BILLED "EXCLUSIVE" INTERVIEW OF PRIME MINISTER 
TARAKI WITH ETTELA'AT REPORTER ALI REZA JAHAN-SHAHI APPEARED 
IN ALL MAY 16 EDITIONS THAT NEWS CHAIN. DATE OF INTERVIEW 

NOT REVEALED BUT TARAKI RESPONSES CLOSELY FOLLOW HIS EARLIER 
EXPRESSED VIEWS AS REPORTED BY EMBASSY KABUL, THOUGH AT 
POINTS PERHAPS MORE EXPLICIT. EXCERPTS OF PARTICULAR INTEREST 
FOLLOW. 
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2. REACTING TO INITIAL INTERNATIONAL PRESS REPORTS. 

TARAKI SAID "IN NO CASE SHOULD THE NEW AFGHAN REGIME BE 
CONSIDERED A COMMUNIST REGIME. WHAT HAPPENED IN AFGHANISTAN 
WAS NOT A COUP BUT A NATIONEV OLUTION . . INSPIRED PURELY 

BY THE AFGHAN PEOPLES NATIONAL ASPIRATIONS AND LONGINGS". 

AS TO IMPLEMENTATION OF COUP, TARAKI SAID, "WE IN AFGHAN 
PEOPLES DEMOCRATIC PARTY HAD BEEN PREPARING OURSELVES 
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FOR THIS FOR A VERY LONG TIME,. OUR MAIN AIM WAS CULTIVATION 
OF THE SYMPATHIES OF THOSE WITHIN THE ARMED FORCES...". 

3. REGARDING FOREIGN RELATIONS IN GENERAL, TARAKI REPEATED 
ASSERTION THAT AFGHANISTAN WILL PURSUE NON-ALIGNED POLICY 
AND "FUTURE RELATIONS WITH ALL COUNTRIES WOULD IN THE FIRST 
PLACE DEPEND ON THEIR REACTION AND ATTITUDE TO OUR REVOLUTION 
AND THEN ON THEIR WILLINGNESS TO ASSIST US IN REALIZING OUR 
NATIONAL OBJECTIVES". HE ADDED THAT AFGHANISTAN WELCOMES 
AID FROM ANY COUNTRY PROVIDED THERE ARE NO STRINGS ATTACHED 
AND SPECIFICALLY REFERRED TO SOVIET ASSISTANCE: "IN OUR 
FUTURE ECONOMIC TALKS WITH THE SOVIET UNION I SHALL STRESS 
THIS ESSENTIAL FACT. AFGHANISTAN REFUSED TO BECOME A SATELLITE 
OF ANY COUNTRY". 

4. IN THE REGION "THE ESTABLISHMENT OF GOOD NEIGHBOR RELATIONS. 
FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION WITH IRAN AS WELL AS WITH OTHER 
NEIGHBORS SUCH AS THE SOVIET UNION, INDIA, CHINA AND PAKISTAN 
ARE OF PARTICULAR CONCERN," SAID TO TARAKI. WITH REGARD 

TO THE PUSHTUN ISSUE TARAKI SAID NEW REGIME BELIEVES "QUES- 
ION MUST BE RESOLVED ACCORDING TO THE WISHES OF THAT 
POPULATION KEEPING IN MIND HISTORICAL ANTECEDENTS AND 
ALSO THROUGH PEACEFUL, POLITICAL NEGOTIATIONS WITH PAKISTAN". 

5. DOMESTICALLY THE NEW GOVERNMENT "WILL PROBABLY 
AUTHORIZE OTHER POLITICAL PARTIES PARTICIPATION IN THE 
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COUNTRY AS LONG AS THEY DO NOT HAVE OBJECTIVES CONTRARY 
TO THE AFGHAN REVOLUTION", ACCORDING TO TARAKI. IN 
RESPONSE TO RELATED QUESTION TARAKI STATED 'THE ESSENTIAL 
AIM OF OUR GOVERNMENT IS AN IMMEDIATE CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
UNEMPLOYMENT IN ORDER TO BRING BACK AFGHAN EMIGRANTS TO 
WORK IN THEIR OWN COUNTRY. THE GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE OVER 
A LARGE PART OF THE COUNTRY’S COMMERCE. THE YOUNG PEOPLE 
AND INTELLICTUALS WILL BE THE OBJECT OF PARTICULAR ATTEN- 
TION IN ORDER TO BETTER SERVE THE AFGHAN PEOPLE. BUT WE 
WILL CAST ASIDE THOSE YOUNG PEOPLE WHO FORGET THE NEEDS 
OF THEIR COUNTRY AND WHO ONLY THINK OF THEIR OWN COMFORT 
AND LUXURIOUS LIFE". 

6. WITH REGARD TO RELIGION TARAKI CLAIMS THE REGIME HAS 

"A GREAT RESPECT FOR THE MOSLEM RELIGION", ADDING THAT "WE 
WILL NOT PREVENT ANYONE FROM PRACTICING HIS RELIGION. THE AFGHAN 
NATION IS A MOSLEM NATION AND IT WILL REMAIN SO. WE ARE NOT 
GOING TO MIX OURSELVES IN RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS BUT WE WILL 
RESERVE A SPECIAL PLACE FOR ISLAM IN OUR SOCIAL REFORMS". 

END UNCLASSIFIED 

7. COMMENT: COMPLETE ENGLISH AND FRENCH TEXTS OF 
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INTERVIEW BEING POUCHED DEPARTMENT AND KABUL. GENERAL 
LINE CLOSELY PARALLELS ALL OTHER PUBLIC STATEMENTS OF 
POLICY BY TARAKI AS REPORTED FROM KABUL, WITH HIS 
REMARKS RE YOUTH AND ISLAM BEING SOMEWHAT MORE EXPLICIT. 

WHILE PROFESSING REGIME'S INTERNATIONAL NON-ALIGNMENT, 

TARAKI HAS HINTED AT WHAT COULD BE A MORE OMINOUS 
DOMESTIC PROGRAM IN THE AREA OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC "REFORM". 

SULLIVAN 
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